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Pender County is a Southeastern coastal community with a long history of rural, persistent poverty.  Traditionally agricultural, Pender County is predominantly rural, predominantly white, yet with a significant, historical African American population of 24% and a fast-growing Latino population of 7%.  The county’s population has grown considerably since 1990, with a 42.4% increase from 28,855 to 41,082 (US Census 2005) and was ranked the 6th fastest growing county in the state in 2005 (NC State Data Center).  According to the Census Bureau’s most recent statistics, Pender County ranked 85th in the 100 fastest growing counties in America in the past year.  Part of this growth is an increase in the migrant Latino population that has begun to make Pender County home.  Latinos work primarily in the blueberry industry, the county’s primary food crop, and hog industry and meat processing plants.  In the tri-county region, Latinos are the fastest growing ethnic group with a 328.24% increase from 1990 to 2000, with the trend projected to continue (Cape Fear United Way Community Assessment, 2005).  Southeastern North Carolina now faces the challenges of an immigrant population that is more likely to settle and stay than its transient, “revolving-door” nature of ten years ago (Hossfeld, Leiter, Tomaskovic-Devey 2000).  
Pender County is significantly growing and is experiencing the problems associated with growth, but without the resources to respond to these emerging risks.  In the last year for Pender County the number of delinquency incidents recorded by State of North Carolina Dept. of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention was 248 incidents, of which 94% were considered violence related.  In addition, 4.5% of these incidents were designated as drug related.  

Poverty, Race and Geography
Pender County has a per capita income of $17,882 (US 2000 Census).  The gap between white and black per capita incomes is significant, at about an $8,272 difference.  African Americans in Pender County earn 58% of what whites earn.   Poverty rates in Pender County have hovered around 14-15% for the last 10 years.  White poverty is significantly lower than for Hispanics and African Americans in Pender County as described in Table I.  Hispanic poverty is close to 3 times greater than white poverty in the county, and African American poverty is 2 times greater than white poverty.  This pattern holds true of child poverty:  29% of African American children live in poverty; 25% of Hispanic Children live in poverty; and 14% of White children live in poverty.  Both Black and Hispanic children are two times more likely to be in poverty than white children.  
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