Media Coverage and Press Release

National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America

On Monday, September 06, 2004, Associated Press in North Carolina released a wire story on the National Conference. The story is written by Martha Waggoner, the AP reporter who also wrote a pre-story on the March 30 trip to Washington DC and meeting with the Congressional Rural Caucus. 

Atleast two local papers carried the AP story on Labor Day: The Durham

Herald Sun and the Wilmington Star.  The link to the Durham Herald Sun is below and requires no registration to read it.



http://www.herald-sun.com/state/6-519062.html
On Wednesday, September 1, the Center For Community Action issued a Labor Day Press Release on the National Conference and attached the quotes from the collaborating partners that are available on the conference web site. The article features quotes from Congressman Mike McIntyre (D-NC), Member of the Congressional Rural Caucus, and Congressman John Peterson (R-PA/5), co-chair of the bipartisan Congressional Rural Caucus.  
In service to public information throughout Rural America, the Conference Planning Team invites you to forward the AP story to your local, state, and regional newspapers for use.  Please request that they list the conference website at the end of the article or in a box as is modeled by the Durham Herald-Sun. Also refer them to the following Press Release and Conference website for more detailed information
We hope to see you at the conference.  If you would like to attend but cannot, make plans to attend the 2nd National Conference in Lumberton in the Fall of 2005.  The date will be announced at the conference and posted on the website on or before October 1.

The Press Release issued by the Center For Community Action is below.

National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America


This Labor Day, joblessness is widespread across the nation and economic recovery is slow.   This is particularly true in Rural America where communities have born the brunt and burden of job losses in manufacturing and farming. In the most hard-hit rural county in North Carolina, displaced workers, community developers, policymakers, researchers, and students from across the country will gather for a National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America on October 1-2.  As Rev. Mac Legerton, Director of the Center for Community Action that is hosting the conference, states: “Rural America is experiencing structural, not temporary, economic change.  We invite rural people and organizations to come together from across the U.S. in order to discuss the directions that we need to go and the programs and policies that will help us rebuild our economies and communities.”  


Sitting in the midst of 50 swamps and the Lumber River Basin in Southeastern North Carolina, Robeson County is a microcosm of rural America. It is the most ethnically diverse rural county in the U.S. with large Native American, European American, and African American populations and a rapidly growing Latino population. Robeson County lost over 10,000 jobs in the past 10 years, largely in manufacturing and farming. According to research on its job loss, Robeson County has lost over $115 million in wages. Unemployment payments topped $20 million in one year.  Like many counties in rural America, it could be assumed that there is not much to celebrate this Labor Day. But in Robeson County, this is not the case.


Along with state and national partners, public and private officials in Robeson County and the 7th Congressional District of N.C., are inviting rural leaders, displaced workers, policy makers and advocates, researchers, and students to join them for the first National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America in Lumberton, their county seat, on October 1-2.  Over 20 workshops are planned over the two days that cover everything from starting small businesses to sustaining family farms to addressing and developing state and federal policies and programs to promote economic recovery across rural America.  



The decision to hold a national conference was the result of a meeting with the bi-partisan, Congressional Rural Caucus in Washington, D.C. last March. 150 displaced workers, community leaders, small business owners, faculty, and students traveled to Washington, D.C. from Robeson County and delivered research on the impact of joblessness and four policy recommendations to the Congressional Rural Caucus. Made possible by Congressman Mike McIntyre (D-NC), the meeting resulted in a serious dialog on the economic needs and challenges facing rural America. In his announcement of the National Conference, Congressman McIntyre stated: "The challenges and issues facing rural communities are unique, and this national conference on job loss will put a spotlight on forming solutions to help create jobs and lift our citizens up! As a member of the Congressional Rural Caucus, I am inviting and encouraging rural leaders from across the nation to join us here in Robeson County, North Carolina for this special event.  Rural America is the backbone of our great nation, and we must join together to keep it strong and vibrant." Congressman McIntyre will address the Conference at on Saturday morning, October 2.


U.S. Representative John Peterson (R-PA/5), co-chair of the bipartisan Congressional Rural Caucus, also issued a statement in support of the National Conference and said: “Many rural communities are facing significant challenges when it comes to preserving and creating quality jobs, providing affordable health care, and protecting our rural way of life…. Our children and grandchildren should not have to move to the city or suburbia to find good jobs or receive quality health care services.  It is vital that we work together to revitalize our communities and restore rural America to the land of opportunity for our next generation.”


The National Conference will highlight the unique challenges facing rural America and focus on creative solutions to meeting and overcoming them.  Solutions include creating local incentive programs that provide grants for small business development and restructuring state incentive programs to better serve rural communities and small businesses. They include learning how to identify, collect, and analyze state and federal data in order to document the impact of job loss in a rural community. Solutions include teaching entrepreneurship skills and creating businesses as a part of public education.  They include analyzing state and federal definitions of rural America and creating a data base between governmental departments that makes it easier to compare and contrast rural with other rural and urban data. Solutions include how to assist people in the transition from being an employee to becoming an employer. They include learning how to create more sustainable rural economies that aren’t as vulnerable and dependent upon shifts in the global market. Finally, they include gathering rural people and organizations from across the nation to share and determine their common interests and forge a new vision for economic recovery throughout rural America. 


The National Conference is open to the public. The Center for Community Action, along with faculty and students at the University of North Carolina - Pembroke have developed the Conference website at: http://www.povertyeast.org/jobs.  The website includes an invitation, travel and accommodation information, registration form, workshop content, and a list of collaborating partners. The registration fee for the entire conference is $50.00.  More detailed information on the Conference will be added each week. 


Besides the serious discussions and workshops, Conference participants will have opportunities to enjoy the best of rural life. A Multicultural Festival and Southern Pig Pickin’ with a more diverse menu are included with the Conference registration on Friday night.  The Robeson County Fair opens on the first day of the Conference and is one of the largest, rural fairs in North Carolina.  Ronnie Milsap is in concert on Friday night at UNC – Pembroke and reduced tickets are available. Finally, the annual Highland Games is a full-weekend event. 


Sandra Bailey, a displaced worker from Robeson County, testified before the Congressional Rural Caucus in March. She is organizing displaced workers to attend the National Conference. In describing the upcoming event, Sandra voiced: “Being laid off for so long has created many hardships that I have never had to face before. When we come together, let’s talk, let’s really talk about what we need to do to help create new jobs. We’re used to struggling. Together, we can accomplish a lot. I hope a lot of people come to visit us. We’ll learn a lot and show them a good time and all of our lives will be better for it.” 

For more information on the National Conference on Job Loss and Recovery in Rural America, contact:

Rev. Mac Legerton, Executive Director, Center for Community Action

910-739-7851

cca@carolina.net
Patricia Locklear, Director, Sustainable Communities Program, Center For Community Action

910-739-7851

phlocklear@aol.com
Dr. Leslie Hossfeld, Lead Researcher; Assistant Professor, Sociology Department, University of N.C. – Pembroke;  GlaxoSmithKline Faculty Fellow in Public Policy and Public Engagement

910-231-6802

hossfeld@uncp.edu
